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Things to Do
In Austin and the surrounding areas



� Theatre -  A landmark from the 1915 era vaudeville days, the Paramount Theatre 
presents a variety of touring shows and a Summer Classic Film Series - www.austinthe
atrealliance.org

� Theatre - Art is best when shared…catch a community performance at the Lockhart 
Community Theatre- 512.398.3812

� Theatre - Catch a performance by the students and staff of Texas State University 
Theatre in San Marcos - 512.245.2147

� Theatre - Catch a show presented by Southwestern University at it’s Jones Theater in 
Georgetown - 512.863.1378

� Theatre - Catch community theatre, comedies, musicals and more at the Bastrop Opera 
House - 512.321.6283

� Theatre - Catch live theatre, music and movies at the Palace Theatre in Georgetown 
- www.thegeorgetownpalace.org

� Theatre - Catch unique performances in a unique location at the Gaslight Theater in 
Lockhart - 512.376.5653

� Theatre - Double your cultural experience at Teatro Humanidad, a bilingual theater 
- www.teatrohumanidad.com or www.lcp.org

� Theatre - Find some of the most unique shows in town at the State Theater downtown 
- www.austintheateralliance.org

� Theatre - For a bit more modern theatre experience, visit the Hyde Park Theatre - 
512.479.7530

� Theatre - For that cabaret spirit in us all, Austin Cabaret Theatre - 512.453.2287
� Theatre - Get the entire family involved, visit the Second Youth Family Theatre - 

www.secondyouth.com
� Theatre - If you have a little actor or actress in waiting…check out the Kids Acting 

Studio - 512.458.5437
� Theatre - Nationally reknowned shows and local fare can be seen at Bass Concert Hall 

on the UT campus - 800.687.6010
� Theatre - Only the name is cheesy, well maybe not always only the name…check out 

the Velveeta Room, a comedy club theatre - www.velveetaroom.com 
� Theatre - Shakespeare in the Park (Zilker Park) - In the Fall don’t miss Shakespeare the 

way it was meant to be seen - www.zilkergarden.org
� Theatre - Take the kids to the Scottish Rite Theatre children’s theatre - www.austinscott

ishrite.org
� Theatre - Variety is the spice of life, get a little of everything at Austin Playhouse at 

Penn Field - 512.476.0084
� Theatre - Visit Austin’s premiere professional performance theatre, Zachary Scott 

- www.zachscott.com
� Theatre - Wanna see a Player?…a Wimberley Player that is…visit the theatrical home 

of this unique group of performers - 512.847.1592
� Theatre - Want an alternative to your typical theatre fare? Check out the Salvage 

Vanguard Theater - www.salvagevanguard.org
� Walk, Jog or Bike  - With 2 legs or 4 (leashed pets permitted) along the Town Lake 

Hike and Bike Trail - www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/trails.htm
� Water - Enjoy swimming, boating, and personal watercraft in one of the many lakes in 

and around Austin
� Water - No geese here, check out the Austin Duck Tours - www.austinducks.com
� Wildflowers - Visit the Zilker Rose Garden, the Taniguchi Oriental Garden or the Lady 

Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
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Stay



� Museum - With rotating exhibits, you’ll always find something new at the Jack S. 
Blanton Museum of Art at UT - www.blantonmusuem.org

� Music - An Austin legend in the flesh, enjoy more than 100 bands at the Austin City 
Limits Music Festival - www.aclfest.com

� Music - Catch an outdoor concert at Symphony Square - www.austinsymphony.org
� Music - Experience the live in “The Live Music Capital of the World” moniker at the 

Auditorium Shore Concert Series - 512.440.4414
� Music - Find your flare and visit any of the many live music shows offered year around 

in Austin’s bars and restaurants
� Music - Find your roots at the Old Settler’s Music Festival - www.oldsettlersmusicfest.o

rg
� Music - If string quartets and chamber music are more your style, attend the Austin 

Chamber Music Festival - www.austinchambermusic.org
� Music - Take in a taping of Austin City Limits, one of the longest running televised live 

music shows
� Music - Tuna Style - Watch the Paramount playbill and catch this unique cast in one of 

its original musicals - www.austin.greatertuna.com
� Music and more - SXSW - See over 400 bands perform and view the latest in 

technology at the annual SXSW Music and Media Conference - www.sxsw.com
� Nature - Learn about management and conservation of some of our most precious 

natural resources at the Texas Wildlife Expo - www.tpwd.state.tx.us.expo
� Nature - Mount Bonnell - Climb 106 steps to the top and experience a breathtaking 

sunset - www.austinunique.com
� Nature - View the one of kind sunset from the deck of the Oasis restaurant on Lake 

Travis - www.oasis-austin.com
� Nature - Visit a State Park - There are 23 in the Hill Country Region - 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us
� Nature - Wild Basin Preserve - Day tours are splendid, but the moonlight tours are truly 

special - www.wildbasin.org
� Racing - Fight Breast Cancer in the annual Race for the Cure - www.komenaustin.org
� Racing - Get a little dirty at the Muddy Buddy, a run-bike-run-Mudpit Race - 

www.muddybuddy.com
� Racing - Grab your gear and help Lance Armstrong support Cancer Research in the Ride 

for the Roses - www.laf.org
� Racing - Test your skills and have some fun at the Only All Women’s Adventure Race in 

the Country - www.womensrace.com
� Rodeo - Earn your spurs, kick up your heels and have a true Texas time at the Star of 

Texas Fair and Rodeo - www.staroftexas.org
� Rodeo - Enjoy a truly Texas experience at the Blanco County Fair and Rodeo - 

www.lbjcountry.com
� Shop - Find rare treasures at the City Wide Garage Sale - www.cwgs.com
� Shop - SOCO - Shop one of the unique shops along Austin’s historic South Congress 

area
� Sports - Join a Soccer, Tennis, Softball, Flag Football or Rugby team
� Stars - Follow the Walk of Stars on 6th Street
� Swim - Barton Springs - Take a Swim - at a constant 68 degrees, even triple digit 

August weather can’t warm up this Spring fed natural pool - www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/
bartonsprings.htm

� Swim - Take a dip at Hamilton’s Pool, a natural wonder that’s truly amazing - 264.2740

� Art - Gallery…theatre…school…all wrapped up into one artistic package, the 
Dougherty Arts Center isn’t what you’d expect - www.ci.austin.tx.us/dougherty

� Art - See everything from casts of Greek sculptures and Original fine art, to new 
exhibits at UT’s Huntington Gallery - www.huntington.org

� Art - See tons of great and upcoming talent at the annual Artists Harvest - 
www.artistsharvest.com

� Art - Support local artisans and craftsman at the Old Pecan Street Fall Arts Festival 
- www.roadstarproductions.com

� Art - View a rare extensive sculpture collection at the Umlauf Sculpture Gardens - 
www.umlaufsculpture.org

� Art - Visit the 12 acre grounds of the Austin Museum of Art - Laguna Gloria and enjoy 
art inside and out - www.amoa.org

� Art - Visit the studio and home of the German Sculptor, Elisabet Ney - 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/elisabetney

� Ballet - Enjoy a performance by Ballet Austin - www.balletaustin.org
� Basketball - Catch up with the UT men and women’s basketball teams - 

www.texassports.com
� Bats - Check out the Austin Ice Bats Hockey Team! - www.icebats.com
� Bats - In the summer, at dusk, catch the nightly flight of thousands of bats that reside 

under the Congress Avenue bridge.  You can sit on the banks of town lake or view 
them from several other enticing locations, including the balcony of the Hyatt.  - 
www.austin360.com/search/content/events/special/bats

� Bike - Mountain bike Walnut Creek Park - www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/parkdirectory.htm
� Birthday - Help Austinites celebrate Eyore’s Birthday party - another Austin original 

event - www.sexton.com/eyore
� Capitol - Visit the Capitol - the shining star of the Lone Star State - 

www.capitol.state.tx.us
� Carriage Ride - Take a horse drawn carriage ride through scenic downtown - 

www.austincarriage.com/Tours
� Christmas - Armadillo Christmas Bazaar - buy a truly unique gift for someone 

special from one of the many artisans at this one of kind Christmas Bazaar - 
www.armadillobazaar.com

� Christmas - Austin Junior League Christmas Affair - Truly memorable and a worthy 
cause, this annual event offers a unique experience - www.jlaustin.org

� Christmas - Grab your partner by the hand and take a spin under the Christmas Tree of 
lights in Zilker Park - 512.974.6700 or www.zilkergarden.org

� Christmas - Take the dillo, walk or drive through the trail of lights - 512.974.6700 or 
www.zilkergarden.org

� Christmas - Warm up by the Yule log during Yule fest in Zilker Park - 512.974.6700 or 
www.zilkergarden.org

� Cinco de Mayo - Celebrate Hispanic heritage at the Austin Cinco de Mayo celebration 
- www.austin-cincodemayo.com

� Cinco de Mayo - Celebrate Hispanic heritage at Viva Cinco de Mayo in San Marcos 
- www.vivacincodemayo.org

� Cliff Jump - At Lake Travis (if you dare)  - careful though, there no lifeguards on duty
� Comedy - Esther’s Follies - You’ve never seen comedy like this before. Mere words do 

not describe, better check it out for yourself - www.esthersfollies.com
� Comedy - See performances by a wide variety of comedians at Capital City Comedy 

Club - www.capcitycomedy.com



� Cruise - Sit back and enjoy a peaceful ride on a riverboat or Capitol Cruise in one of 
Austin’s lakes - www.capitalcruises.com/html or www.thecityofaustin.com/charter

� Dogs - Is your dog a member of your family, take him/her for a fun filled day that’s for 
a Great cause at the Mighty Texas Dog Walk - www.servicedogs.org

� Event - Carnival - Go wild at this ‘not to be missed’ annual party…buy your tickets 
early, it almost always sells out - www.sambaparty.com

� Event - Food - Texas Hill Country Wine and Food Festival - sample the best foods and 
wines the area has to offer - www.texaswineandfood.org

� Event - Juneteenth - Celebrate the day Texans learned about the emancipation at 
one of many events scheduled annually to commemorate this very special day - 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/pgjuneteenth.htm

� Event - The Cedar Park Cedar Choppers Festival celebrates the Cedar forest that once 
stood north of Austin - www.cedarparkchamber.org

� Festival - Celebrate Austin’s Latin heritage at the Austin Latino Comedy Fiesta - 
www.lcp.org

� Festival - Celebrate Easter in a really ‘Pfun’ way at the Easter Pfestival in Pflugerville 
- 512.251.5082

� Festival - Celebrate German heritage at the Deutschen Pfest in Pflugerville - www.cityo
fpflugerville.com

� Festival - Celebrate the richness of the Native American culture at the Austin Powwow 
and American Indian Heritage Festival - www.austinpowwow.org

� Festival - Expand your cultural horizons at the Austin International Poetry Festival 
- www.aipf.org

� Festival - Fly a Kite at the annual Zilker Park Kite Festival - www.zilkerkitefestival.co
m

� Festival - Great time, great music, great cause….The Bob Marley Festival benefits the 
Capital Area Food Bank - www.austinmarleyfest.com

� Festival - It will be you ears that smile at the Austin Celtic Festival featuring Celtic 
bands from Austin and around the world - www.austincelts.org

� Festival - Old Glory waves brightly at the Patriotic Festival each year in Bastrop - 
www.bastroptexas.com

� Festival - Savor the local fare at the San Marcos River Fall Fest - 512.353.1103
� Festival - Spamarama - a uniquely Austin event. You never knew you could make so 

many things using Spam - www.spamarama.com
� Festival - Take the family for a day of fun at Yesterfest in Bastrop - www.yesterfestbast

rop.com
� Festival - The Hillside Theater is alive with the sound of music during the annual 

Zilker Summer Musical - www.zilker.org
� Food - Dine at one of Austin’s many restaurants featuring a wide variety of cuisine 

from classic to the eclectic
� Football - University of Texas Longhorns - even if you don’t bleed burnt orange (don’t 

tell anyone) you’ll still get caught up in the action watching the University of Texas 
Longhorn Football team live at Memorial Stadium - www.texassports.com

� Garden - Don’t miss Austin Garden Center’s annual Florarama - May - 
www.zilkergarden.org

� Golf - Play a round at any of the great public courses or at one of the many private, 
PGA Signature series courses around town

� Governor - Visit the Governor’s mansion, weekday mornings - www.txfgm.org

� Halloween - Check out all the Austin originals on Sixth Street on Halloween night
� Halloween - Who’s afraid of the dark? - You will be when you visit Haunted Trails 

- this one will take your breathe away - www.wildbasin.org
� Hike - Take a stroll through one of Austin’s many nature preserves - 

www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks 
� History - Visit the 1840’s French Legation, a foreign embassy - www.frenchlegationmu

seum.org
� Home and Garden - For the latest in home and garden fare, take a stroll around the 

annual Home and Garden Show - www.austinhomeandinteriordesignshow.com
� Independence Day - Catch a celebration of parades, fireworks, and memorial 

celebrations in Austin and its surrounding communities - www.austin360.com
� Keep Austin Weird - it’s not just a slogan, its a way of life and ode to Austin’s 

bohemian roots - there’s even a 5k! - www.keepaustinweird.com/home.html
� Movies - Celebrate the screenwriter’s art at the Austin Film Festival - www.austinfilmf

estival.com
� Movies - Check out the SXSW film festival for the best in independent films by up and 

coming directors - www.sxsw.com
� Movies - Take your family and friends to a unique movie experience at Movies in the 

Park in Bastrop - www.cityofbastrop.org
� Museum - Get a load of natural history exhibits that include dinosaur bones at the 

Texas Memorial Museum - www.tmm.utexas.edu
� Museum - See artifacts from the military forces of Texas at the Texas Military Forces 

Museum - www.kwanah.com
� Museum - See how the way we fight fires has changed through the years at the 

Georgetown Firefighter’s Museum - www.visitgeorgetown.org/placestovisit/
museums.php

� Museum - See Smithville’s history at the Smithville Heritage Society and Museum 
- 512.237.4545

� Museum - See some memorabilia from when Texas was its own Republic at the 
Republic of Texas Museum - www.drtl.org

� Museum - See the former home and works of O. Henry at the O. Henry Museum - 
www.ci.austin.tx.up/parks/ohenry.htm

� Museum - Something old, something new…visit the Bob Bullock Texas History 
Museum and catch an IMAX film about Texas - www.thestoryoftexas.com

� Museum - Something unique - visit the George Washington Carver Museum and 
Library - www.ci.austin.tx.us/carver

� Museum - Stimulate your child’s brain at Austin Children’s Museum - 
www.austinkids.org

� Museum - Support learning and preservation at the Austin Nature and Science Center 
- www.ci.austin.tx.us/ansc

� Museum - Take a gander at traditional and contemporary  Mexican, Latino and Latin 
American art at Mexic-Arte Museum - www.mixic-artemuseum.org

� Museum - Tour the Bastrop County Historical Society Museum housed in the John 
Cornelson House built in about 1850 - 512.303.0057

� Museum - View exhibits on Round Rock’s history and its Swedish roots at the Palm 
House Museum - www.ci.roundrock.tx.us/library/genealogy/localresource.html

� Museum - Visit the archives of Lyndon Baines Johnson at the LBJ Presidential Library 
and Museum - www.lbjib.utexas.edu


